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Warren G. Frisina
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Hofstra University, Department of Philosophy and Religion

Hempstead, NY 11549

(516) 463-6023 – office  (212) 443-3721 - home

warren.frisina@hofstra.edu

EDUCATION: 
Ph.D. 
The University of Chicago, 1987


M.A.
The University of Chicago, 1979


B.A.
The State University of New York, College at



Purchase, 1976

PROFESSIONAL

EXPERIENCE:
CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION


Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY

2005-present

As chair of the newly formed Department of Religion, I have played a critical role in conceiving and executing our transition to independent status, including extensive negotiations with department colleagues and administrators; establishing a vision and objectives; and setting in motion the steps necessary to meet those objectives, including the creation of a new major. My day-to-day responsibilities include managing all personnel matters, recruiting to the recently endowed chair in Catholic Studies; course scheduling; fundraising; project development.


CHAIR, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY

2004 -2005 (3 semesters) 
As chair of the joint department of religion and philosophy I was responsible for all personnel related matters, overseeing student advisement and recruitment, managing course offerings, fundraising, and planning for the expansion of the religion program as well as the creation of a free standing department of religion with three endowed chairs (Fall 2005).


ACTING DEAN HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY HONORS COLLEGE, 
Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY 


2001-2003

As acting co-Dean of Hofstra University's new Honors College (HUHC) I played a critical role in conceiving, promoting and launching this major new initiative. My responsibilities included:

• serving as a principal author of the HUHC planning document which outlines an innovative interdisciplinary curriculum, a new residence life program, and a comprehensive admissions plan;


PROFESSIONAL

EXPERIENCE 

(continued): 
• shepherding the HUHC proposal through the faculty and board of trustees approval process;

• implementing the proposal so that we exceeded our enrollment targets and met all curricular, co-curricular and budgetary objectives; 

• serving as an active member of President's Council and Provost's Council, Hofstra's principal administrative planning groups and presenting regularly to Hofstra's Board of Trustees.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY 11549

2001-present 

Awarded tenure and promoted to Associate Professor, Summer 2001.


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

and HONORS HOUSE MENTOR , Hofstra University, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Hempstead, NY


1997 – 2001


My teaching responsibilities were in the areas of Eastern and 
Western religion, American philosophy, comparative philosophy 


and comparative religion.  In addition, I served as undergraduate 
advisor and coordinator of Hofstra's program in religion.  


As the Honors House Mentor (begun 1999) I worked with Honors Program students in a residential setting developing a living-learning community that augments their college experience with activities and projects to challenge them both intellectually and socially. In addition I served on the Honors College Task Force and Curriculum Committee. 


ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, American Academy of 
Religion (AAR), Atlanta, GA


January - June, 1997

As the acting chief administrative officer of an 8,000 member learned society with an annual budget of $2,500,000, my responsibilities included, reporting to the AAR board of directors, supervising a staff of 12 (including shared Annual Meeting planning staff), development (annual fund and project-based foundation proposals), overseeing all aspects of the AAR's operations including preparations for the Academy-wide annual meeting and regular meetings of the AAR's standing committees.  

PROFESSIONAL

EXPERIENCE 

(continued): 
In addition, I served as the AAR's representative on the Scholars Press Board of Directors and Executive Committee.


ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, American 
Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA  and 


VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, Emory University, 


Department of Religion, Atlanta, GA  


1991 - 1996


As deputy chief executive of the AAR, my responsibilities included strategic planning, development, and communications. 


My teaching assignments (part-time) included upper-level courses in philosophy of religion and Chinese thought including "Relativism and Religion" a capstone course for joint philosophy and religion majors and "The Quest for Sagehood: An Introduction to Chinese Philosophical and Religious Thought." While teaching at Emory and performing my administrative duties for the AAR, I continued to publish in refereed journals, give invited lectures, and make presentations at major conferences. 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, University of Houston, Honors 

Program, Houston, TX 

1987 - 1991

While teaching introductory interdisciplinary courses based in philosophic, literary, and scriptural materials as well as upper level courses in Chinese thought, I was also honors advisor to seniors and the Honors Program's representative to the University's Undergraduate Council.  In addition, I served as: 

• principal writer of a successful $650,000 proposal to NEH to support the development of core curricula in 20 Texas state universities

• representative to state-wide meetings of Deans and Vice-Presidents;

• representative to foundations;

• initiator of the first Senior Research Day program.


KENEDY SCHOLAR, Rice University, Department of Religious 
Studies, Houston, TX

1986 - 1987 

As the 1986-87 Kenedy Scholar I taught graduate and undergraduate courses in religious studies, theory and method in 

PROFESSIONAL

EXPERIENCE 

(continued): 
the study of religion, philosophy of religion, and Chinese philosophical and religious thought.


ACADEMIC ADVISER, University of Chicago, The College, Chicago, IL 

1984 – 1986

As a full-time academic counselor for undergraduates, I was responsible for monitoring students' academic progress and helping them to develop a coherent educational plan that fit their personal and intellectual aspirations.  During my tenure as an advisor, I also implemented the first on-going staff training program, and helped initiate the use of personal computers. 


RESIDENT HEAD, University of Chicago, The College, Chicago IL 

1979 –1986 

Part-time live-in position with principal responsibility for creating a living-learning community among 60-90 undergraduates.  

HONORS:
1994  Delegation Leader to the People's Republic of China



1991  Junior Scholar Award AAR's Southwest Region


1988  American Academy of Religion Research Grant


1986  Kenedy Research Fellow at Rice University  

AREAS OF 

SPECIALIZATION: 
Philosophy of Religion; American Pragmatism; Asian Philosophy

AREAS OF 

COMPETENCY:
History of Philosophy; World Religions; Comparative Philosophy 

REFEREED

PUBLICATIONS:
Unity of Knowledge and Action: Toward a Non-representational Theory of Knowledge, State University of New York Press, August, 2002.


“Knowledge, Action and the One Buddha Vehicle: A Comparative Approach to the Lotus Sutra”, Journal of Chinese Philosophy, 2001.

REFEREED

PUBLICATIONS:

(continued):
"Value and the Self: A Pragmatic-Confucian Response to Charles Taylor's Sources of the Self," Journal of Chinese Philosophy, March 2000


"Minds, Bodies, Experience and Nature," in Pragmatism, Neo-Pragmatism, and Religion: Conversations with Richard Rorty, ed. by Donald A. Crosby and Charley D. Hardwick, Peter Lang Press, 1998. 


"Comparative Philosophy of Religion—Review Article," Journal of Religion, January, 1997 


Davidson, Rorty and Religion: A Response to Wesley J. Robbins, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, Vol. 17, No. 2, May, 1996.


"Metaphysics and Comparative Philosophy: A Discussion of Metaphysics in Light of Robert C. Neville's Epistemology" The Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 9, No. 3, 1995 


"Heaven's Partners or Nietzschean Free Spirits?" Philosophy East and West,  Volume 45, Number 1, January, 1995 


"Knowledge as Active, Aesthetic and Hypothetical: A pragmatic interpretation of Whitehead's cosmology," The Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 5, number 1, 1991 


"Knowledge as Active, Aesthetic and Hypothetical: A study of the relationship between Dewey's metaphysics and epistemology," Philosophy Today, Spring, 1989


"Are Knowledge and Action Really One Thing: An exploration into Wang Yang-ming's theory of mind" Philosophy East and West, vol. 39, October 1989 


"Metaphysics and Moral Metaphysics," The Journal of Chinese Philosophy, vol. 13, 1986 

EDITED 

VOLUMES: 
The Pragmatic Century: Conversations with Richard J. Bernstein. An edited volume with Dr. Sheila Davaney, forthcoming State University of New York Press, forthcoming 2006.

EDITED 

VOLUMES: 

(continued):
Teaching the Daodeching.  An edited volume with Dr. Gary DeAngelis, under contract with Oxford University Press/American Academy of Religion Series

SELECTED

NON-REFEREED

PUBLICATIONS: 
“Pragmatism, Logical Vagueness and the Art of Comparative Engagement,” in Theology in Global Context, ed. Peter Heltzel and Amos Yong, T&T Clark International, 2004.


"Wang Yang-ming" in Companion to the Philosophers, Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 1999.  


"Religious Studies: Strategies for Survival in the 90's," Bulletin of the Council of Societies for the Study of Religion, Spring, 1997.


Creativity and God, by Robert C. Neville, American Journal of Theology and Philosophy, 1997


Behind the Masks of God, by Robert C. Neville, Journal of Religion, 1994 

Book Notices for: Religious Studies Review, Theology Section: Revelation and Faith by Theron D. Price; The Trinity and Culture, by Charles Mackenzie; History as Apocalypse, by Thomas J.J.. Altizer; The Christian Frame of Mind by Thomas Torrance.  Book notice for The Journal of Religion, Interreligious Dialogue: Voices from a New Frontier, Bryant and Flinn

CURRENT 

RESEARCH

IN PROGRESS:
“Forming One Body With All Things” a book-length manuscript.
PROFESSIONAL

PRESENTATIONS:
“Religion and the Ritual of Democratic Discourse,”  an invited paper at the NeoConfucianism and Global Philosophy Conference, Wesleyan University, February 2006


“The Asian Dao”, reply to papers by Robert C. Neville, Xunwu Chen, and Ewing Chin, American Philosophical Association Eastern Division Meeting, December 2004.


“Religion and the Ritual of Democratic Discourse,”  an invited paper at the International Symposium on Rorty, Pragmatism and Confucianism, East China Normal University Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, July 2004.


“Comparative Philosophic Reflection,” an invited lecture, Fudan University, Shanghai, People’s Republic of China, July, 2004.


“Knowledge, Action and the Organicist Turn,” an invited lecture at the 3rd annual meeting of the Whitehead Psychology Nexus, Avignon, France, April 2004.


“Learning Pragmatism from Confucians,” an invited lecture, Elon College, February 2004.


“Religion and the Ritual of Democratic Discourse,” American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, Washington, D.C., December 2003


“Learning Pragmatism from Confucians,” an invited lecture, American Journal for Theology and Philosophy Lecture, American Academy of Religion Meeting, Atlanta, November 2003.


“Is there a future for courses like “The Human Situation?” an invited lecture, University of Houston, February 2002


“Value and Self: A Pragmatic-Confucian Response to Charles Taylor's Sources of the Self.” Institute for Field-Being Research, Fairfield University, August 2000


“The Lotus Sutra and Process Philosophy,” an invited lecture, Tokyo, July 2000


“Value and Self: A Pragmatic-Confucian Response to Charles Taylor's Sources of the Self, “American Academy of Religion Meeting, Orlando, 1998


"The Unity of Knowledge and Action: A Pragmatic-Confucian Response to Richard Rorty, Charles Taylor, and Daniel Dennett, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 1997


"Religious Studies: Strategies for Survival in the '90's," Society for the Social Scientific Study of Religion and North American Society for the Study of Religion Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN, November, 1996

PROFESSIONAL

PRESENTATIONS

(continued):
"The Quest for Sagehood," Invited Lecture, Highlands Institute For American Religious Thought Public Lecture Series, Highlands, NC, July 1996


"Anti-Representationalism, Metaphysics and the Unity of Knowledge and Action," International Society for the Study of Chinese Philosophy, American Philosophical Association Eastern Division Meeting, December, 1995


"Memory and Tradition in Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism," panelist/respondent, American Academy of Religion Meeting, November, 1995


"Rorty, Davidson and Religion: A response to Wesley Robbins," Highlands Institute for American Religious Thought, November, 1995


"Minds, Bodies, Experience, Nature?", Highlands Institute for American Religious Thought, June, 1995


"Learning Pragmatism from Neo-Confucians", an invited lecture at the State University of New York at Purchase, April 1995


"Religious Studies: Strategies for Survival in the '90's", presented as a plenary lecture at the AAR Western Regional meeting, April, 1995  


"Robert Neville's Theology: Basis for Interfaith Dialogue?", panelist, American Academy of Religion Meeting, November 1994


"Religious Studies: Strategies for Survival in the '90's", presented as a plenary lecture at the AAR New England Regional meeting, March, 1994  


"Heaven's Partners or Nietzschean Free Spirits: Can Pragmatists learn from Rorty the way Confucians learned from Taoists?", Pragmatism and Empirical Religious Thought group at the 


American Academy of Religion annual meeting, November, 1993


"Neo-Confucianism and Neo-Pragmatism", Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy at the American Philosophical Association Eastern Division meetings, December 1991

PROFESSIONAL

PRESENTATIONS

(continued):
"Value and Religion", a response to Tu Wei-ming's paper, "Confucian Religiousness" at the "Encounter of Chinese Religions and Christianity" conference at Rice University, April 1989


"Cross-Cultural Theology in Light of the Jewish/Christian Dialogue," American Academy of Religion Meeting, November 1988 and Southwest Regional Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, March 1989


"Knowledge as Hypothesis in Whitehead's Process and Reality" Southwest Regional Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, March 1988

"The Unity of Knowledge and Action in Wang Yang-ming's Thought"  The International Society for  the Study of Chinese Philosophy Biannual Conference, San Diego, July 1987


"Where are the Norms for Theological Reflection?",  a response 

to President George Rupp's paper "Theology and the History of Religions",  Rice University  April 1987

"Are Knowledge and Action Really One Thing?  An Investigation  into Wang Yang Ming's Theory of Mind", Asian Religions Group, Southwest Commission on Religious Studies, March,  1987


"Theology and the Secular University?",  Presented to the Rice 


University Philosophy Club.  February, 1987


"Metaphysics and Moral Metaphysics"  The International Society for the Study of Chinese Philosophy Biannual Conference: Toronto, 1983

DEPARTMENT

AND UNIVERSITY

SERVICE: 
Task Force on the First Year Experience 2004 – present 


Sub-committee on Student Life, 2004 - present


President’s Council 2001 – 2003


Provost’s Council, 2001-2003


9/11 Memorial Symposium, Chair 2002


Department Search Committee 2001


Department Library Liaison, 1999 


Honors Program Task Force, 1999 - 2000


Honors College Curriculum Committee, 1999 - 2000


Honors College – Provost’s Report to Hofstra Board of Directors,  Summer 1999


NCAA Committee on Gender Equity, 1998


Department Search Committee, 1998-1999


Asian Studies Faculty, 1997 – present 


Founder and Coordinator Department’s Electronic Distribution List, 1997-1999


Philosophy Club Liaison, 1997-1999


College-for-a-Day, 1997


Summer advising, 1998


Religious Studies Advisor/Coordinator, 1997 – present

PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND

ACTIVITIES:
Chair, AAR Task Force on Institutional Relations 1998 – 2005 


Co-Coordinator of the 2000 Highlands Institute for American Religious and Philosophical Thought Conference: “The Pragmatic Century: Conversations with Richard Bernstein.”


Member Highlands Institute for American Religious and Philosophical Thought Board of Directors 1997 – 2000


Tenure/Promotion Review – University of Denver, Spring 1999


Manuscript Review, SUNY Press, Fall, 1999


Consultant on teaching religion, Trinity School, Atlanta, GA 1995-1996

VOLUNTEER

SERVICES:
St. Anne’s Girl’s Track Team Coach, 1998 – 2003 


St. Anne’s Elementary School, Creationism/Science discussion leader, 6th grade, Fall, 1999


Glenn Memorial Church Adult Education “Religious Studies and Religious Practice,” Winter 1995

PROFESSIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS: 
American Academy of Religion

American Philosophical Association

Highlands Institute for American Religious Thought

 
International Society for the Study of Chinese Philosophy 

Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy 

COURSES 

TAUGHT:
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY (1997 – present) 


HUHC 11 -  Culture and Expression – Fall


HUHC 12 – Culture and Expression – Spring


Religion 15 Introduction to Eastern Religion


Religion 12 Introduction to Western Religion


Religion 140: Religion News Media and American Culture


Philosophy 14 Introduction to Ethics


Philosophy 60 The Quest for Sagehood


Philosophy 148 History of American Philosophy


EMORY UNIVERSITY (1991 – 1997)


Relativism and Religion


The Quest for Sagehood


UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON (1987 – 1991)


The Human Situation – Antiquity


The Human Situation – Modernity


The Quest for Sagehood


RICE UNIVERSITY (1986 – 1987)


Deity, Mysticism and the Occult


Man and the Cosmos


Radical Revolutionaries of Religious Thought


Jewish – Christian Dialogue


Whitehead – Graduate Seminar

REFERENCES: 
available upon request


